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Art Unit: 3653 

DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The indicated allowability of claims 3-4 and 19 is withdrawn. The 
examiner failed to appreciate the disclosure of U.S. Patent No. 3,985,264 (Shaw et al.) 
in light of the current scope of claims 3-4 and 19. Rejections based on this reference 
follow. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

2. Claims 3-4, 7-8 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 3,985.264 (Shaw et al.). 

Regarding claim 3, Figs. 1-12 show an apparatus for dispensing packages of 
medication (14) having dispensatory instructions thereon (see, e.g., column 3, lines 38- 
45), including 

a body (19) having an internal cavity and an outlet (22); 

an actuator (including 65) received in the cavity; 

a feed mechanism (including 36, 60 and 62) received in the cavity and in 
operable communication with the actuator (including 65) for feeding and dispensing the 
packages of medication toward the outlet (22); 
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a processing unit (Fig. 12) in operable communication with the actuator (Including 
65); and 

a reading device (38) received in the cavity and in communication with the 
processing unit (Fig. 12), the reading device (38) relaying the dispensatory Instructions 
on the packages to the processing unit (Fig. 12), the processing unit (Fig. 12) 
communicating with the actuator (Including 65) and causing the feed mechanism 
(Including 36, 60 and 62) to dispense each of the packages toward the outlet (22) at a 
specified time, 

the feed mechanism (including 36, 60 and 62) has a pair of feed rollers (including 
two driven members 60 and two unnumbered shafts) arranged to engage the packages 
as the packages pass between the feed rollers (including two driven members 60 and 
two shafts) and a pair of dispensing rollers (including two driven members 62 and two 
shafts) arranged to engage the packages as the. packages pass between the dispensing 
rollers (Including two driven members 62 and two shafts), 

wherein one of the feed rollers has a driven member (60) and the actuator 
(including 65) has a drive member (I.e., unnumbered shaft on 65), the driven member 
(60) being arranged in operable communication with the drive member (i.e., the 
unnumbered shaft) causing the one feed roller (60) to rotate in response to rotational 
movement of the drive member (i.e., the unnumbered shaft). More specifically, the 
Shaw et al. apparatus is arranged such that movement of the shaft of the actuator 
(including 65) causes movement of feed wheel 36, which In turn causes movement of 
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the strip. The strip includes element 59. See. e.g.. Figs. 8 and 9. As such, element 59 
moves when the shaft of the actuator (including 65) rotates. Lastly, the one feed roller 
60 rotates as a result of movement of element 59. Accordingly, rotation of the shaft of 
the actuator (i.e., the drive member) results in rotation of the one feed roller (60). as 
claimed. 

Regarding claim 4. Figs. 1-12 show an apparatus for dispensing packages of 
medication (14) having dispensatory instructions thereon (see, e.g.. column 3, lines 38- 
45), including 

a body (19) having an internal cavity and an outlet (22); 

an actuator (including 65) received in the cavity; 

a feed mechanism (including 36, 60 and 62) received in the cavity and in 
operable communication with the actuator (including 65) for feeding and dispensing the 
packages of medication toward the outlet (22); 

a processing unit (Fig. 12) in operable communication with the actuator (including 
65); and 

a reading device (38) received in the cavity and in communication with the 
processing unit (Fig. 12), the reading device (38) relaying the dispensatory instructions 
on the packages to the processing unit (Fig. 12), the processing unit (Fig. 12) 
communicating with the actuator (including 65) and causing the feed mechanism 
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(including 36, 60 and 62) to dispense each of the packages toward the outlet (22) at a 
specified time, 

the feed mechanism (including 36, 60 and 62) has a pair of feed rollers (including 
two driven members 60 and two unnumbered shafts) arranged to engage the packages 
as the packages pass between the feed rollers (including two driven members 60 and 
two shafts) and a pair of dispensing rollers (including two driven members 62 and two 
shafts) arranged to engage the packages as the packages pass between the dispensing 
rollers (including two driven members 62 and two shafts). 

wherein one of the dispensing rollers has a driven member (62) and the actuator 
(including 65) has a drive member (i.e., unnumbered shaft on 65), the driven member 
(62) being arranged in operable communication with the drive member (i.e., the 
unnumbered shaft) causing the one dispensing roller (62) to rotate in response to 
rotational movement of the drive member (i.e., the unnumbered shaft). Again, the 
Shaw et al. apparatus is arranged such that movement of the shaft of the actuator 
(including 65) causes movement of feed wheel 36, which in turn causes movement of 
the strip. The strip includes element 59. See, e.g.. Figs. 8 and 9. As such, element 59 
moves when the shaft of the actuator (including 65) rotates. Lastly, the one dispensing 
roller 62 rotates as a result of movement of element 59. Accordingly, rotation of the 
shaft of the actuator (i.e., the drive member) results in rotation of the one dispensing 
roller (62), as claimed. 
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Regarding claim 7, element 59 acts as an idler member indirectly communicating 
with the driven member (60) and the drive member (i.e., the unnumbered shaft on 65) 
causing the one feed roller (60) to rotate in response to rotation of the actuator 
(including 65). 

Regarding claim 8, element 59 acts as an idler member indirectly communicating 
with the driven member (62) and the drive member (i.e., the unnumbered shaft on 65) 
causing the one dispensing roller (62) to rotate in response to rotation of the actuator 
(including 65). 

Regarding claim 19, Figs. 1-12 show an apparatus for dispensing packages of 
medication (14) having dispensatory instructions thereon (see, e.g., column 3, lines 38- 
45), including 

a body (19) having an internal cavity and an outlet (22); 

an actuator (Including 65) received in the cavity; 

a feed mechanism (including 36, 60 and 62) received in the cavity and in 
operable communication with the actuator (including 65) for feeding and dispensing the 
packages of medication toward the outlet (22); 

a processing unit (Fig. 12) in operable communication with the actuator (including 
65); and 

a reading device (38) received in the cavity and in communication with the 
processing unit (Fig. 12), the reading device (38) relaying the dispensatory instructions 
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on the packages to the processing unit (Fig. 12), the processing unit (Fig. 12) 
communicating with the actuator (including 65) and causing the feed mechanism 
(including 36, 60 and 62) to dispense each of the packages toward the outlet (22) at a 
specified time, 

further comprising a power module (i.e., wires connected to element 65 in Fig. 
12) operably connected to the actuator (including 65) and the processing unit (Fig. 12), 
the power module having at least one of a direct current power source and an 
alternating power source. It is the examiner's position that element 65 inherently 
operates based on some type of DC or AC power source, as claimed. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claim 1-2, 5-6, 10-18 and 20-21 are allowed. 

Response to Amendment 

4. Applicant's arguments filed 09/28/2005 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. In particular, applicant makes one argument that is discussed 
below. 

Specifically, on page 21 of applicants 9/28/05 amendment, applicant respectfully 
disagrees with the Examiner's contention that Shaw shows a pair of feed rollers 60 
arranged to engage the packages as the packages pass between the feed rollers 60 
and a pair of dispensing rollers 62 arranged to engage the packages as the packages 
pass between the dispensing rollers 62. 

Applicant argues that in Shaw et al., the rollers 60 engage the flange 59 of the 
strip 16 to advance the strip 16 through the cabinet top 19, while the rollers 62 keep the 
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strip 16 in a vertical position (Col. 4. lines 10-16). Neither of the pairs of rollers 60, 62 
engage the drug container 18, let alone a package of any kind, nor is there any 
suggestion that it would be beneficial to do so. 

In response, it is noted that claims 3 and 4 recite "said feed mechanism having a 
pair of feed rollers arranged to engage the packages as the packages pass between 
said feed rollers and a pair of dispensing rollers arranged to engage the packages as 
the packages pass between said dispensing rollers". It is the examiner's position that 
the entire strip including 16, 59 and 18 can be considered the packages. This whole 
strip passes through the feed rollers and the dispensing rollers of Shaw et al. As such, 
any portion of this strip that contacts the feed rollers and/or the dispensing rollers of 
Shaw satisfies the claimed limitations of claims 3 and 4. Alternatively, the strip can be 
made up of separate cards 17 that can each include element 59 and can each be 
considered separate packages. Thus, it is the examiner's position that the Shaw et al. 
patent still satisfies the roller limitations of claims 3 and 4. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Thomas A. Morrison whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-7221. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8am - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Donald Walsh can be reached on (571) 272-6944. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/696,698 



Page 9 



Art Unit: 3653 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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